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the French Liberal party; he was certainly not as important
as Taine. His profound political pessimism prevented him
being in any sense the spokesman of any school of thought,
however disinterested and free from party labels, while his
hostility to the Church would time and time again have placed
him among those who would not have agreed with him in any
other important matter.
His specific contribution would seem to lie chiefly in his
gift for cold historical analysis, which enabled him at times
to give a new reading to some past or contemporary episode or
phenomenon. More scientific than Taine, he showed the people
of his day how history should be studied and used. Few have
done more than he to weaken the political supremacy of the
Church, partly by his ruthless " higher criticism " of early
Church history, partly by the exposure in his own experience of
ecclesiastical intolerance, chiefly perhaps by his demonstration
of the fundamentally irreligious character of the prevailing
Catholicism of his day. "France," he wrote in scathing
lines, " is of all countries the most orthodox because it is the
least religious. Had she been more religious she would have
become Protestant as Germany did. But having no understand-
ing of theology, and yet feeling the need for some belief, she
found it useful to keep that which was at hand without troubling
to better it, for to try to better it would be to take it seriously
and to dabble in theology, which is bad form. Indifference
and orthodoxy are closely akin. We cannot produce even a
heresy/'1 All of which was infuriating to the unco guid of
the day but was too true to be gainsaid.
******            *            $
Only the superficial will hastily condemn Rehan for his
inability to conclude on most of the big questions he raised. It
was, as we have said, not indifference but an excess of sincerity,
not unmixed with sadness and pessimism, which prevented
him from resolving the contradiction, both between his mind
and his heart and between different parts of his mind. "His
soul long sought itself and refused to find itself in unity " ;
1 Questions contemporaines, p. 320, He refers elsewhere to " 1'incurable
mediocrite religieuse de ce grand pays " (Essais de Critique, p. 307).
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